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Electric bicycles, which have become a popular form of
alternative transportation, are raising concerns by the
public. The Honolulu Department of Transportation
Services is working to review the e-bike issue with data it
hopes to collect from an e-bike working group it is forming.
Above, an e-bike user travels along Ward Avenue.

Concerns raised by public and local officials
over incidents of dangerous or unlawful
operation of fast-moving electric bicycles on
Oahu’s public roadways, sidewalks and open
spaces have prompted the city Department of
Transportation Services to review the e-bike
issue.

At the City Council’s Committee on
Transportation meeting this week, DTS
Director Roger Morton announced plans to
form a working group involving city and state
agencies as well as a bicycling advocacy
group to study e-bike use on the island.

That move follows introduction of Council
legislation — namely, Bill 52 and Resolution
199 — that seeks more regulation at the city
and state levels over the use and possession
of e-bikes.
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In particular, Bill 52 defines an e-bike as “a
bicycle equipped with fully-operable pedals, a
saddle or seat for the rider, and an electric
motor of less than 750 watts,” while their
motors cannot allow the machines to go more
than 20 mph.

The measure, which passed the first of three
readings before the full Council in early
September, also seeks to revise city laws to
include a three-class system that’s based on
the top speed and components of e-bikes,
which other jurisdictions have adopted
around the country.

At a committee meeting Tuesday focused on
further review of Bill 52, Morton said his
department supports the measure’s “intent.”

However, he said, “There’s been so much
going on with e-bikes in the Ewa region — all
over the island, really — that I think the public
expects more than just defining the bills.”

“So for that reason the department has
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decided to stand up a working group to take a
comprehensive look at e-bike use and
regulation in Hawaii,” he added.

Besides DTS, he said the Honolulu Police
Department, city Emergency Services
Department, city Department of Customer
Services, city Department of the Corporation
Counsel and state Department of
Transportation would largely comprise the
planned working group.

“Along with our organizational partners, the
Hawaii Bicycling League has agreed that they
will do some research for us,” he said.

He said the working group plans to review
helmet rules, age restrictions and other
legalities pertaining to e-bike use on public
streets.

“There’s a lot of bikes out there that are
frankly not legal that are on the street right
now,” said Morton. “We’d like to take a look at
whether we can define ‘dangerous riding
behavior’ so that our partners at HPD have a
little bit more tools to keep our keiki safe.”

He said the group will also study “what really
are legal riding areas.”

“And then finally we would like to take a look
at what type of education we can do,” he
added. “We think that education is a big part
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of this.”

He said the timeline for this working group —
expected to hold at least three nonpublic
“internal” meetings before they’re done —
would see its work com- pleted by the
Transportation Committee’s November
meeting.

“There would be time to move a bill out by the
end of this Council term,” Morton told the
panel, “and we would make an interim report
in the October transportation meeting. So,
we’re not opposed to passing this measure
out right now, but we would ask that you
consider allowing us to get our working group
together.”

He said the city plans to include “the retailers
of these devices,” too.

“We’ll have a special meeting with the
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retailers,” he added. “We’ve also asked the
Department of Education to consult with us
over school use. There’s been some schools
that have banned these bikes, other schools
have not, but we’d like to get a view from the
(DOE) for that.”

At the conclusion of the working group’s
review, “there may not be many changes” to
Bill 52, he said, “because frankly, a lot of the
issues are statewide issues that would be
covered in the statewide traffic code, but
we’re going to include our state partners,”
said Morton. “I know they’ve told me already
that they are planning to introduce some
legislation to further define the issue of e-
bikes within state law.”

“So, we’re not sure exactly what ordinance
change we’d recommend, if any, but we
would ask that you just hold up a little bit so
that we can catch up with ourselves,” he said.

The police support the city’s planned e-bike
review.

“There’s a lot of issues that need to be
addressed,” HPD acting Capt. Michael
Campbell told the Council. “This is a growing
industry, and we need to get it right the first
time.”

Meanwhile, HESD Director James Ireland
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said his paramedic department “is seeing e-
bike accidents with increasing frequency” —
incidents that he claims fall into three
categories.

“One of them is where people lose control of
the bike, or the e-bike, either through just
their own inexperience, often the younger
people, and also through exhibition of speed
— wheelies, standing on the seat — things
like that,” he said.

He added many are “either crashing in the
middle of the road, or they’re colliding with
stationary vehicles or other stationary
objects.”

E-bike riders are crashing their machines into
pedestrians as well, he said.

“They’re fast, they’re often going on the
sidewalk and they’re quiet because they’re

ADVERTISEMENT

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CLMNth-P-ZozjEMHprr4P8eiPgA_vkPW1dOn6tLKME7jdq67JCBABIMS_zjhgyebNh-SjpBegAf6D-_UpyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgTMA0_QjWm4BK_ZcWpvUcol3NWw84MRbdRexetVJK6XXfxG6yHaBFXBI8o8oKTYarbqoUQI-iumA4B1M9ZLvqPKYUHjiIgf5VuUacj5aWkS78tRcW7hdyOHrnYysUzMc8f0cnBAZXk6qWKUgUARPaYMjM9kdtNOkI5iZcX6enYU_iesek5hCimhDYl3Oh26o_xZfg-PcZBcwJuKOQr9fudpqc1a-dEzUE5s8GGOEARkfB6xguz31ruPyVIQY_2qZA_AhZEAmpjEuwpJ7VdMuoHwm77TeSsY2r1v-iPJwZHLF7jaVF_Y169dWmhV4l0mm-nz957TTTEvrOHIMEcy2lO8hMLojgObCM2NFo0Bo36P7XssZvHuqe4VbttqoMV7iyuPVkVSy6faHwlpKxynssHVcI0sdmgwDFjHhcEcZ5BJnGkJIsC6XdGIk6EQR0OTkkHuAaGhhxAIrScYE1U45RcwHYi90qxQGlWhQtfXe1ZwdYxfNWOTCawzz5jjA9JaDEBZlUDuh-JCBn1NgCj8LuH1oV9FrF_wRfNDaja6BtCqFp2cNID6H2w1NxWEO3q0vzO7mnaPCDQsAsQPaYAtNuRfPEFyrAwWdUHOeZdlNvzABMG0xfzIBOAEAYgFp5aG5EygBgKAB_67y9UEqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB6a-G6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB_DgG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHr76xAqgHmgaoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeDrbECqAfgvbECqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcB0ggmCIBhEAEYHTICigI6C4BAgMCAgICgqIACSL39wTpYxYa62uzyiAPyCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTgyNDQxODA0MzQwOTc4MTOxCcBTbjz-uJwkgAoDmAsByAsBqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIqK262uzyiAMVwbTLAR1x9APw6g0TCPmNu9rs8ogDFcG0ywEdcfQD8NgTDNAVAfgWAYAXAbIXAhgBuhcCOAGyGAkSAvBsGAIiAQDQGAHoGAE&ae=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzMK72uzyiAMVwbTLAR1x9APwEAEYASAAEgL2ufD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSiwEA6Wl53-jutKdVnXhDrxPcyRn6zOiYEl8G10HnIH3R1MqEswm-BXIGiv8Kzsqt2Fm5r-oc9gINKRNEVsTvi0zUMrSPSSRsJ3SiAvLbxBlyLI8YQd-m1Lzl-HFRBPB8LEjCiy0bCl6DQXZ657w2QMZNJ8imV1IFuUqZTPQjvPlUAI8F6glIQ_uRhSwCGAE&sig=AOD64_0IlCawAvfmIJIT6MAyq2StkKb7Gg&client=ca-pub-7269238500499280&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://www.consumerbags.com/coolest-gifts%3Fgclid%3D%7Bgclid%7D%26campaignid%3D20610911015%26adgroupid%3D157027490369%26loc_physicall_ms%3D9032810%26loc_interest_ms%3D%26matchtype%3D%26network%3Dd%26creative%3D714383993439%26keyword%3D%26placement%3Dwww.staradvertiser.com%26targetid%3D%26cpid%3Db70c1445-48f2-43d0-9f4f-e0861993ad8f%26lpid%3Dae263f89-8da8-4002-b411-67357e6b227c%26gad_source%3D5
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AXRXrqmbPiXnQOpu-NaVckXMCFwU-t9qfRyTlOFTWqtU8z0An-RiHr7yVAnv_0RZmiGazFVXYDXkD6N2NnhOaDV-o6-8bbyjMt9PtuTTh_VXKKMZpUCKlGvvXPP2utAyRhd6wqz1PbGCJrtsrG8I_knk_lXkWOOFP1dKV5yAEvzX1TOmEk8gHk9qiL2jQAK19_C42eFKiaaDbwuDmC28R0JFOpfTm5b1B4TWvzpUjuXmaPPYS9VRuVlKkNDD_LFqVR4ZgSujzQxUMLvW6w6zMca3jNeLGIR8aVGcs8gCbKwIv67cUuQN_Aqwfd4u-bd9QYGwkdinhQmoG6QU2npOQvVUsTwWJW34yFBuxx9nfa0bw681LmcMcz0AkVCqSe5Wc6DaP9DqztjQ1-S5pEr5B5mlpjmtPaBE22obOsx0N6MoZRjg12CNNF48Hy0RZA0aqz5QrH3ZlOWt7kL_7ErUNFqQ7lmOJDWwcKov5KlobXRaYH9_Xf4q2yWQMZ2-0Z-uhhZf4fEgAbDl25nqaFw1wef4Oi8-jj9CWw132hXG7qqZc5kuFfmRio-5xSm9EkjTrZzdh91vcnCY7TAuFnbGi9F0eUyD44RvbYQRXVyLvCbcUar62h13_QRhKILVv5yGZSzhaE8KLaGwrOIG5ZyXiLlwsTTkxTSyVkoDhufHdy7PG69FK6JqCgXqi55Iwg0H-1Zwe_1D7mWKFmJvViI7QGMI8oUCy4WnCF0aoWfuSh123g4tUxTlpwWgjGfia0FimIyYPJbdf5VZEfd6nfIDeffU7u-g77_JIjDFK5NnIV02oUr_UGE9yq4KqWvTRemJRsG9Q97gz0pQ5Yl_o-os7tchjqqXPVKruHCi-4hiXv1Bu76lQ9zW2mKwPjaukrQtTM4ZQuesnq4ZGLIuoGUdsLOanXH-rPl5CUVa9IOOXpKa7iXBu86xf8xRZd3o8jt9j5PknMApjfQWfvYCBCtRhnrrZr4PAYIpp8K_-l8yzaNCYbeVEe1g6wlSJhISQ44-c6CM_NFDHgHI0OBXaUFXu-VuFLeL7_o_1oXOaI4Nhobm0lHeCTXf32mLdbKli1ScyxIRLOyfLahbm6kDcx9Aflg2vg3StL0D98_8G80YgVIyjWGbwcqFGLIo7nbt7XvBBZmvlU8eW_nY-hbtjFLy80qgtA1Ps_aIv1oWtKwYE25UojTM80XcLN8UsT6lwUcOdjZSEATegGHa3VRZ9gpIrskTI93XC5sNh7NBw8Q60vBDJvFaooddnnYJKbD3F94vKQ5EevcmDjf22OAJtzsnBnfw427IRXvK5wxUezfUfvGRh5w5_kZCdjGWqb4vgSyL934f7heWD0-v_63njFOPM0c-rnHCUoS5Y-8M9Jc4egBDo_9jGM8L5AVkEX9eoFBZ4Zn84TDwM8px9rO8P3zaD1lRyf0ImtyiFM3ve3mbsJgjyrv2WaEkaM6x641ZKJduOuaiskM1RnE7fJzyKh_NFtyw4Ln-LaIY9CkZiuHw2POy2L0vLjUl6jHZ0yiJL83VHMrN71dK3EiPDI6itCrQaCSYCU0k3te1HwX01CKTiY-WBzbEEspb8vH40BWxJO4RFyMGzZn8cM2FwUBWlgkTw5Ykz4k5JPGAlk2-mIGxZl3M1FGO86PR7eAFKu4xB2TTQpAJGhLXmDb_ibvctOFUvTDvfx9qCBjIGRBX9u-jMDIxMTe-kwTinU-HyF0Q2Gh3AMuZNtWqxkZ_PCFECfwJpHv0cXW5FdHvhJx_vDk8R1GRv9TEVS9NIXlw6j5TsErMOBILe5TRy2ahVaTTrxou8g-HUu-EKOS4TeCPExmBiP0HbQyY4YPw_SufwZvenHn9fxVF09XMmSygdXN1Zor0QV83t8zWUtviFSaIIPymAqOvqhprmtKFm0OQNzlzgjRKA6AUQtcuSaRlkS6k29lk4yRU7-3hV9XTRSRXNDxosbF5mesfVOjbIQ5g5a-vpHMOAlcV88YImrmRNslRvSaJdAUgaaH4r7VwGWfH8SQyKd9MurQti26IyAl2asSO6CVU513FLLHiNoeFv14TWLKEdMWZ_zucLtGC-nVUcd2FCbPHzVVmdogWKChQBkyc7KGSV8wBW4GTRYa6oxcK7FLPoP49R6XUEm5wv22_cXzADsPHkvkO9P34CqG923Xe8P0Ft6L5kqaeDLHrZWunYxFLN61BARKBx7KNATvWrs_xcx2PV-N0rx3gK2A-qptcd1l6lDJuS0qOyuv1dTUEHo748POePNx4e73OZTGL0ksDmS6qX8LcdI5jsa3VJ80YY1h7fCN8NhZJtlReeHFt3NEDDr_VnbZZW700xXEMx4esxg7yl5EfQRCPnGvrrVZVs2E-AlaTbpZ4Y_lDOJSVuQAaFz_8vc4soahvx3hZxa2XcjPu4hlINDDR2sjJk1vKfn9uZ8Fnik-a1WV_1kXnac2fh__O69L7Nn6BeDBrL1jJTvB1UfHwPkDPCAAnW-VcBBDM93gHfIJCekoHpql2VYYn2ftBDmffTRbDvpGKTu0QOedowUSgcezAiPqJ43JEuGyZPmOgSLKcFezg15_i7_hYazA4kPd39qUqNq7eX_QTMHW8uo7H4WpdpXAh0jomO2dchLMOU8F9xN7UKS7nC9Ic_uEhdcH2RDYSGzDjBpd0usdHtn320tt_mEeM_wLXJdrcBpnK2UTDG9aQkp35-Jc1VjVJZgsgbJ8_M33SmUT1h6b1De-anpXXIA&opi=122715837


10/3/24, 8:34 AMCity proposes working group to study e-bikes | Honolulu Star-Advertiser

Page 8 of 10https://www.staradvertiser.com/2024/09/28/hawaii-news/city-proposes…rking-group-to-study-e-bikes/?ta_paidstory&ta_feedname=hawaiinews#

electric,” he added.

The third type of e-bike accident involves
collisions with moving vehicles, he said.

“The injuries we’re seeing are extremity
injuries and fractures, chest and abdominal-
pelvic injuries as well as head injuries,” said
Ireland. “The head injuries are particularly
sad because they are preventable, or at least
can be mitigated with a helmet, and we’re not
seeing a lot of helmet use with e-bikes,
including (with) children.”

Hawaii law states children under age 16 must
wear a helmet while riding a bicycle. And a
person must be at least 15 years old to ride a
“low-speed electric bicycle” registered to an
adult household member.

During public testimony, Kaneohe resident
Donald Sakamoto said as a blind person he’s
afraid to walk on public sidewalks for fear of
being hit by often quiet, electrically powered
vehicles like e-bikes.

“These people don’t have a bell or don’t even
notify when they’re coming behind you or
coming before you,” he told the Council. “It’s
very dangerous for pedestrians like myself.”

Sakamoto said the city’s planned e-bike
working group should also involve the
National Federation of the Blind or the Hawaii
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Association of the Blind to better represent
Oahu’s disabled community, and give more
insight to Bill 52.

Ultimately, Dos Santos- Tam, chair of the
Transportation Committee, successfully
recommended the panel pass Bill 52 for a
second reading before the full Council.

“But we’ll have the (information) briefing as
recommended by Director Morton in
October,” he added. “We’re going to allow the
working group to catch up to where we’re at,
and then we’re going to come back in
November to make any amendments that
perhaps come out of this working group.”

  47 COMMENTS
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